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An amount that is enough but not too much; the idea is to achieve the drug's optimum
therapeutic effect with safety but at the lowest possible dose.
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a low dose of a barbiturate produces sedation, whereas a larger dose produces
hypnotic effects.
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A prophylactic dose, or the amount administered to protect the patient from
contracting the illness, and the therapeutic dose, which is administered to a patient
after exposure or contraction of the illness.
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